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Cloud effects, Southern Peaks and Crawford Bridle Path 
from Mt. Washington. 


Che Spirit of Mt. Washington 
m 


Have you answered the mountain’s summons 
In the crimson and gold of fall? 

Have you wandered out in the forest 
And heard the out-door call? 


Have you stood on the mountain’s summit? 
And gazed down the sunset’s trail, 

And watched the mists of the evening 
Wrap the silent hills in their veil? 


You feel the joy of living 
In the beauty of earth and sky, 
And your ear may catch the murmur 
Of Angels passing by. 


Come out, ye weary people, 
Lift up your eyes from the sod, 
Come drink in the Mountain’s grandeur 
And list to the voice of God. 


And high in the silent mountains, 
As you gaze on the hills below, 

The taint of the earth will leave you, 
And the pride in your heart will go. 


You will see the smile of the Maker, 
In the midst of the sentinels grand, 
You will get a glimpse of the power 
And skill of the Master’s hand. 


Margaret I. Simpson. 





Brief History of the Mt. Washington 
Summit Road 


THES MT. WASHINGTON “SUMMIT 
ROAD was projected by General David O. 
Macomber of Middletown, Conn., and a charter 
for the construction of a carriage road from 
the Glen House, Pinkham Notch, to the Summit 
of Mount Washington was granted July 1, 
1853. The road was surveyed and laid out by 
Charles H. V. Cavis and construction was be- 
gun in 1855. The section to the ledge above 
the Halfway House was completed in 1857, 
when work was suspended because of lack of 
funds, due to the great cost of the work. Later 
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Summit of Mt. Washington, overlooking Huntington's 
Ravine, from 5-mile mark. 


a charter was granted to a new company, the 
Mt. Washington Summit Road Co., and under 
the superintendency of John P. Rich, construc- 
tion was pushed to completion and the road 
opened to. the public August 8, 1861... The 
herculean task that confronted the builders is 
scarcely conceivable today. Eight miles from 
the nearest railroad, all supplies and material 
had to be hauled to the base by horses and oxen. 
All holes for blasting the ledges and rock were 
hand-drilled and black powder used as an ex- 
plosive, dynamite being unknown in those days. 
All supplies had to be carried up the mountain 
on the backs of horses or men. Vast improve- 
ments have been made on the road in the past 
few years. It has been widened its entire length 
and crushed stone is used for the surfacer 


Many prominent engineers have said that the 
work of the early engineers in laying out this 


road could not be improved upon today. 








Climb Me. 








Shorey 


Approach to Mt. Washington Automobile Road 


The Mt. Washington Summit 
Road Co. 


Glen House + Gorham, N. H. 
Telephone Gorham 47-13 
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Adams and Madison, Auto Road and Halfway House. 


OUNT WASHINGTON, father of the 
“Great White Hills,’ and highest of 


all New England’s peaks (altitude 6,293 feet), 


is one of the most popular objectives of all 
who admire nature’s wonders. 

The famous automobile road to the summit 
of Mt. Washington winds at easy gradients 
for eight gorgeous miles of superb mountain 
scenery making an ascent of 4,700 feet in its 
upward climb to the clouds from the Glen 
House, Pinkham Notch. (N. H. Route 16.) 

The first four miles of this road are sheltered 
by beautiful overhanging trees which diminish 
in size as one approaches the Halfway House. 

The latter is lo- 
eatea on thie 
northeast side of 
the mountain at 
the tree line. 


View north 


toward Canada 


Androscoggin River 
Valley in foreground 


Belcher 


Every turn in the road above the tree line 
affords a new view of the surrounding country. 
First, one sees the Glen lying directly below 
and appearing like a toy settlement; then 
rounding “Cape Horn,” the nearest view from 
this road of Mts. Jefferson, Adams and Madi- 
son is obtained. From this point the road 
winds in the shape of a letter “S”’ bringing the 
traveller to the east side of the mountain where 
a-clear view of the Carter Range may be seen. 

From the flat just below the five-mile mark, 
numerous lakes and mountains of both Maine 
and New Hampshire are visible, as well as 
Portland Harbor. Another turn in the road 


Belcher 
Summit House and Tip Top House 


takes one to the north side of the mountain. 
In the extreme distance Rangeley Lakes and 
the Adirondacks may be seen as well as the 
mountains of Canada and the Green Mountains 
of Vermont. 

The Summit of Mt. Washington is the climax 
of grandeur and the view which it affords is 
unsurpassed in extent and beauty. Here is 
located the Mt. Washington Club where visit- 
ors may find comfortable facilities should they 
care to spend the night. 

The toll rates for this trip in your own car 
are $5.00 for the car and driver and $1.00 for 
each passenger. 


The Glen and Mt. Washington Stage Co. 


with headquarters at the Glen House, main- 
tains a fleet of high-powered cars which may 


Glen House and 
Pinkham Notch 


from 6-mile mark 


ae 


be obtained by 

parties who do 

not wish to use 

their own cars 

in making the 

“Climb to the a ae 
ee ae : Sam iN 
management takes great care in selecting their 
chauffeurs, employing only those who are care- 
ful drivers, and who also take a personal in- 
terest in the comfort and pleasure of their 
passengers. The time required for the round 
trip 1s about two and one-half hours allowing 
one hour at the summit. 


The rates for this trip are as follows: 
4 or more Passengers . . . $5.00 each 
3 Passengers inva Car. . «| - So 00 each 
2 Passengers ina Car.  .| .'|, S8OQeach 


It is generally possible to combine small 
parties in a car to give the $5.00 rate. 


Shorey 


Secretaries of the American Automobile Association about to start 


up Mt. Washington on their annual tour of New England. 











































Records Made on the Mt. Washington 


Summit Road 
1885—July 25, a lady weighing 230 pounds, on a 
wager of $1,000, walked from the Glen House to 
the Summit of Mt. Washington and return, and 
danced at the Glen House, that evening. 
1861—July 13, 22 days before the formal opening 
of the Mt. Washington Summit Road, Joseph 
Marriner Thompson, proprietor of the Glen House, 
drove a one-horse rig to the Summit from the Glen 
House. The road was unfinished and on these 
stretches men walked beside the wagon to keep it 
from tipping over and spilling the occupant. 
1875—Harlan P. Amen, principal of Phillips-Exeter 
Academy, Exeter, N. H., ran down the road from 
the Summit to the Glen House in 54 minutes. 
1883—August 8, James W. Brown, with six horses 
and mountain wagon, drove Jacob Vanderbilt and 
William Turnbull from the Glen House to the 
Summit in 1 hour and 17 minutes. 
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Mounts Wildcat, Double-head and Kearsarge 


1887—September 6, Charles E. O’Hara drove Dr. 
W. Seward Webb and Major and Mrs. W. Boerum 
Whetmore of New York to the Summit in 1 hour, 
9 minutes and 27 seconds. 


1899—August 31, F. O. Stanley of Newton, Mass., 
accompanied by Mrs. Stanley, made the first ascent 
of Mt. Washington by automobile from the Glen 
House. 


1904—July 12, Harry S. Harkness drove an auto- 
mobile from the Glen House to the Summit in 24 
minutes, 373-5 seconds. 


1905—July 18, W.M. Hilliard drove an automobile 
from the Glen House to the Summit in 20 minutes, 
58 2-5 seconds. 


1913—March, Fred H. Harris, Joseph Y. Cheney 
and Carl E. Shumway of Dartmouth College made 
first ascent on skiis from the Glen House to the 
Summit and coasted down again. 


1922—Ralph Mulford drove an automobile from 
the Glen House to the Summit in 17 minutes. 

1926—March 30, Arthur Walden drove his team of 
sled dogs from the Glen House to the Summit. 

1928—September 21, “Cannonball” Baker made 
the ascent in 14 minutes, 49 2-5 seconds. 


1930—July 31, “Ab” Jenkins made the ascent by 
automobile in 14 minutes and 23 seconds. 









To Dixville Notch 
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Distances from the Glen House 
(Places are in New Hampshire unless otherwise indicated) 
| Miles 
Berlin : é 14 Lancaster . 
Bethel, Maine . 30 Lisbon 
Bretton Woods . , 39 Lost River 
Bethlehem ; 49 Lincoln 
Boston, Mass. 1/5 neontreal PIO. 
Burlington, Vt. . 136 Montpelier, Vt. 
Bartlett : ; Zl Maplewood 
Chocorua ; ; 38 North Conway 
Concord 108 North Woodstock 
Crawford House , oo Poland Springs, Me. 
Conway ; ! 26 Portsmouth 
Dixville Notch . ; 57 Portland, Me. 
Echo Lake ; 59 The Profile ; 
Flume (Franconia Notch) 64 Quebec City on. 
Gorham 8 Randolph . ; 
Glen Ellis Falls . 4+ St. Johnsbury, Vt. 
Glen ; : ibs Snerprooke, in. iC). 
Intervale. , , 19 Sugar Hill 
Jéeiterson «.. 2 Twin Mountain 
Maickson. { ' : 12 W oodsville 
Littleton . D3 Glen Ellis Falls Whitefield 
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The Mt. Washington Auto Road 


1932—April 5, Mrs. Florence M. Clark, No. Woodstock, N. H., Dog Ranch, 
drove her team of five Eskimo dogs hauling a 200-pound pack sled to the Summit 
and return without the aid of an assistant. 

1932—July 5, “Cannonball” Baker drove a car to the Summit in 13 min., 26 sec. 

1932—September 20, W. Seward Webb of Shelburne, Vermont, to commemorate 
the record made by his father in 1887, drove his automobile to the Summit in 15 
minutes, 58 seconds, giving him the amateur record for automobile driving. 

1933—June 30, Chet Miller drove the first car ever to reach the Summit in 
high gear. 

1934—July 4, Al Miller broke all speed records up Mt. Washington driving a 
stock model car. Time: 13 minutes, 202-5 seconds. | 

1935—July 14, John C. Reuter of Cambridge, Mass., shattered all amateur and 
professional records driving a Ford V-8 motor on a special chassis. The time was 
12 minutes, 59 1-5 seconds. 

All speed trials have been made by arrangement with the management of the road. 


In the ascent of Mt. Washington all 
of the peaks in the Presidential Range 
are visible, as well as many other 
mountains. The height of the peaks 
comprising the Presidential Range are 
as follows: 


Washington . ; 6,293 feet 
Adams . 5005 > 
Jefferson . re 
Sam Adams . Seis ae 
Cy 83 : ; Boao * 
Quincy Adams_. 5,470 “ 
Monroe 5,390 “ 
Madison .. 5.60 ro. 
Franklin Sze 
Pleasant ie ae 
Clinton : OOK fe a 
Jackson , , 4012 “ 


Webster ie e Oro. 


Mt. Washington is the highest in- 
habited peak in the east and is visited 
by thousands of tourists annually. It 
is a bold massive mountain inspiring 
in its ruggedness. Snow-capped early 
in the fall, with snow lingering in 
gullies and ravines on its sides even.as 
late as July, Mt. Washington is a 
natural wonder spot. 


A climb to the clouds over the Mt. 
Washington Summit Road is a trip 
never-to-be-forgotten. Mt. Washing- 
ton may well be termed the “Ladder 
of New England,” from whose sum- 
mit three states and Canada can be 
seen—while at one’s feet is a glorious 
panorama of wooded valleys, minia- 
ture villages, ribbon-like roads and 
glistening lakes and rivers. 





Pote 
70-mile view from Summit of Mt. Washington with Sebago 
Lake, Maine, and Atlantic Ocean in distance. 


THE GLEN HOUSE 


In Pinkham Notch (N. H. Route 16) 
1,620 feet above sea level 

Steam Heat—Electric Refrigeration 
American Plan—Excellent Table 
Rooms with and without Bath 
Cottages to let—Open Fires 

Fresh milk, cream and vegetables 


Alt RACTIONS. 


In SUMMER: Mountain climbing, swimming, 
fishing, hiking, golf privileges. 
IN WINTER: Skiing, skating, snowshoeing, 
tobogganing, ice climbing. 
RATES: $4.00 per day and up 
Weekly $25.00 and up 
GLEN HOUSE, Gorham, N. H. 
Tel. 47-4 





Mt. Washington from the Glen House 
(Altitude 1620 feet) 


